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Research & Analysis

• We work to help bring home those still 
missing from the Vietnam War

• We conduct in-depth research & analysis 
using many sources of information to 
develop field leads

- Similar to “cold-case” detective work

• We also support you, the families, by 
providing information on your missing loved 
ones



• Compile case-related info

• Identify gaps in our holdings

• Request intelligence collection

• Gather data from other sources

• Develop new leads

• Field research

• Evaluate field reports

• Cycle begins again

Case Work
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National Library of Vietnam

• Vietnam
- Turned over thousands of wartime/post-war documents

• Useful to help direct field teams to loss sites
- Burial records, shoot down lists, and POW reports
- Allowed access to conduct archival research (1992 – present)
- Continuing turn-over of archival documents

• Laos
- Minimum findings
- Archival Research Teams (1994-1999)

• Researched museums, libraries, films archives
- Archival Initiative (2004-2007)

• Unilateral research of Laotian archives

• Cambodia
- Researched library/newspaper holdings
- No findings

Archival Research in 
Southeast Asia



• Surgical approach
- Military and government archives

- On-line sources

- Books and magazines

- Universities (e.g., Texas Tech)

Archival Research in U.S.

National Archives at College Park, MD

National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, MO

Naval History and Heritage Command, Washington, DC



• Human Sources (Stony Beach)
- Interviews
- Canvass villages
- Research open-source docs

• Photography and Imagery:  
- National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency
- Locate wreckage sites
- Validate source reports
- Reveal terrain changes

Information Collection



• Active Pursuit:  Cases that have sufficient 
information to justify research, investigation, or 
recovery operations in the field.

- These cases are the priority for operational 
planning and allocation of resources.

• Deferred:  Cases that have no new and/or viable 
leads, or have restrictions to site access which 
make field operations impractical.

• Non-recoverable:  Cases that have negligible 
potential for accounting, such as where remains 
were lost at sea, cremated and/or systematically 
destroyed.

- Assessment based on historical research, 
scientific analysis, & the limits of current 
technology.  

- Categorizing a case as non-recoverable 
does not account for the individual.

Case Categorization

Unaccounted for by Country and Category*

Vietnam: 1,246   (470 non-recoverable, 78 deferred)
Laos:  285   (11 non-recoverable, 12 deferred)
Cambodia: 48   (7 non-recoverable)
China: 7   

As of Oct 19, 2020



• Summary of all information 
on the case

• Used to organize data
• Record of the past activities 

and next step
• Communicate information to 

families

Family Conference Report



• “Case Coordination Chronology” captures history of actions

• “Further Pursuit” section gives more details on next action

Coordinated Next Steps



• Summary of all information 
on the case

• Used to organize data
• Communicate information to 

the families
• Chronological record of past 

activities
• Analytical Summary and 

intended next steps
• References provided
• Casualty Officers should 

receive and send to Primary 
Next-of-Kin 

Case Summary Report



• Develop / improve operational 
framework

• Overcome host nation restrictions 
(personnel caps, site access)

• Finalize operational plan 
(dates, locations, number of teams, etc.)

• Express concerns

Host Nation Talks



Detachment 
Vietnam

Detachment 
Thailand

Detachment 
Laos

Detachments in Southeast Asia



• 4 Joint Field Activities (JFA) in Fiscal 
Year 2020 (Oct 2019 to Sep 2020):
– 10 Investigation Teams 

• 7 Land teams 
• 3 Underwater teams (2, 3 and 4VN) 

– 18 Recovery Teams
• 7 Regular teams 
• 4 Small teams 1 per JFA
• 4 Unilateral teams 1 per JFA
• 3 Underwater teams (1, 2 and 3VN)

• Weather patterns drive planning
• Constraint:  2 teams per province
• 47 sites on the Master Excavation List; 16 

of them are open sites.  There is also one 
site that requires an archeological survey.

• 76% of sites are in central provinces
2nd JFA

(Feb-Apr)

3rd JFA
(May-Jun)

Vietnam Operations

1st JFA
(Oct-Dec)

Quang Binh
4th JFA

(Jul-Aug)



5th JFA
(Jul-Aug)

1st JFA
(Oct-Dec)
4th JFA

(May-Jun)

Laos Operations
• 5 Joint Field Activities (JFAs) in FY 2020:

– 2 Investigation Teams (JFAs 20-1LA/4LA) 
that includes Trilateral Investigations  
14 Recovery Teams  

– AS-350 helicopter support restored
– 5th JFA in the north because of weather

• Budget and cluster patterns drive planning
• Lao agreed to 75 personnel cap, DPAA 

requested 85 cap on case by case basis 
• Bivouac at recovery sites; 2 base camp rule  
• Recovery site selection tied to base camp 

location 
• The Lao tend to be the least flexible
• 66 sites on the Master Excavation List; 15 of 

them are open sites.  There are also 2 sites 
that require an archeological survey.

3rd JFA
(Feb-Apr)

2nd JFA
(Jan-Feb)



Cambodia Operations

• 2 Joint Field Activities (JFA) in FY 2020:
– 2 Recovery Teams; 1 Investigation Team

• 6 sites on the Master Excavation List with 3 
Open sites and 1 pending approval 

• Cambodia lifted suspension in October 2018

JFA
(Jan-May)



• Tasks:
- Identify potential witnesses and leads
- Locate and survey sites 
- Collect sufficient evidence to 

recommend site for excavation

• Types of investigation teams:
- Research & Investigation Teams
- Underwater Investigation Teams
- Archaeological Survey Teams
- Unilateral Investigation Teams

Investigation Operations



• Tasks:
- Conduct modern scientific excavations
- Record and/or retain all evidence (human and 

non-human) found at the site for laboratory 
analysis

- Document the recovery, determine need for 
additional excavation

• Types of recovery teams:
- Recovery Team
- Vietnamese Recovery Team
- Unilateral Recovery Team
- Underwater Recovery Team

Recovery Operations



• Multiple lines of evidence required:
– Biological evidence analysis:

• Biographical profile (age, race, sex, & stature)
• Dental comparisons
• DNA compared to Family Reference Sample (FRS)

– Material evidence analysis:
• Model / Type of aircraft?
• Did the crew eject or were they

onboard at time of crash?
• Was the crash survivable?

• Result:
– Remains identified:  5 in FY19; 2 in FY20;              

Service Casualty Officer notifies the Family
– Individual is accounted for

Identifications



Summary

• Research to locate information that 
may help bring home our missing 
personnel

• When possible, conduct field work to 
locate witnesses and loss locations

– Requires close work between a team 
of analysts, field investigators, 
archeologists, equipment/aircraft 
analysts, and casualty officers

• Communicate to the families
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