DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

The Ploiesti Unknowns Project

Fulfilling Our Nation’s Promise



Operation TIDAL WAVE

* August 1 1943

* Initially code-named Operation SOAPSUDS

* Attacked oil refineries in Ploiesti, Romania

* Intended to deprive German forces of 1/3 of o1l supply

* First large-scale, low-altitude attack by U.S. heavy bomber aircraft
« 225 U.S. Airmen killed during Operation TIDAL WAVE



Five Bombardment Groups

Saarbricke

E

Mont Blanc
bon® 4807 m

T

.
Marseille

ona

44th 93d 98th 376th 389th

o - . <

SLOVAKIA

o,

n

.
Stuttgart _ % « Bratislava !
Munich ® Vienna ~ *
e Zurich * Budapest
LIECH < AUSTRYTA
YBeérn p -
Phe s HUNGARY
5 Lll’b'lm:’-o . Zagreb
¢ SLOV.
o Milan CROATIA
® Torino 8 Rare
Sadasih Belgrads Buc mn.-..t.
SAN MARINO HERZG -
. : " . SERBIA
Monaco ITALY 7o Serajevo ; §r8é 3
~ Prishtina ~ Sofia
@, MONT, - .
e W KOS skapje -
_Rome 5 Podgorica SKOPJE BULGARIA
Bari '@ ALBANIA" MACED
d . Tirane
Naples ® v
Tyrrhenian b - e
Sea Aeg
GREECE -
Palermo
B :
/o nian Athens
Tunis Sea
MALTA
\) ' d
/ ! e y % Crete
, TN e .
TUNISIA Sei;
<
| Wipdl Benghazi, Libya

.
Banghaz

ROMAN i; Ploiesti, Romania

-
__Istanbul
a
Bursa _
Ankara
Jzmi TURKEY
Konyae 2 AR
” N T AES Gaziant]
., : - »
Antalya Adana
< .
_ Lefkosia Aleppd
(Nicosia, Lefkosa)
- = SYR
CYPRUS
Beirut s D amascu
LEBANON *#
ISRAEL
Tel Aviv-Yafo .\l' 8. Amman
Alexandria. (
- 0 120 240 480
Cairo — a—
=9 Kilometers
ElGiza

UKRAIN

Dnipropetroy
MOLD
«+Chisinad

sa

1:14,006,499




Thls Page Declassmed IAW EO12958

Y I

! Vertical Photo of tha 1:50,000 Re.uie!‘ Model of the Ploesti Area
Sho-h\g ‘tout.eo of Targot. Forces. Taken from Target Sheet.
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TABLE I.

' LOES I I 7, 3 i ASTRA-ROMANA REFINERY
2 2 ORION REFINCRY
3. UNIRCA REFINECRY

LAT.44°S6’'N. LONG.26°02°E, .t
00 N 7\ 4. STANDARD PLTROL BLOCK
REFINERY
A 5. PUMPING STATION FOR
CONSTANTA PIPL LINE
© ROMANA =~ AMERICANA
REFINCRY (TELEATEN)
10. VEGA REFINERY (CONCORDIA)
12 COLUMBIA - AQUILA REFINERY
17. CREDITUL MINIER REFINERY
18. ASSEMBLY YARDS FOR RAIL
TANK TRUCKS
20 PUMPING STATION FOR
GIWRGIV PIPE LINE
24 STREINICUL A/D,
25 PLOCST! L. .G,
26FLOESTI NORTH A/D.

Commander
and.Leader

Capt. Diehl

Col, Vood

Cept. Caldwell

3
L.

50

)
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2
2y

Actually, 177 successfully

208
DN, %

e besis of 154 aircraft participating.
took off, £ T seven target forces, zs follows:
White I, 4; 2; and Red, 5.
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German anti-aircraft tactics

,_.‘_»’“.* ~, s -. s A0 é}"{ ‘ﬁ‘_‘t.i e > ey
from "Air Force! Editorial Office, 101 Park Ave., N.Y.
Used in Nov., 1943 issue of M“Air Force" Mag.

x5 negs. rec'd 11/5/43

)

D
IN LOWER FART OF PHOTO.

. Attack on Ploesti, Rumania, Smoke pots fired by the enemy obscured some of

the targets. S5 2 o e



’ , RAF, Form 441 A,

SORTIE REPORT
(Part A)

Sheet No. | Oprep. Rcl._.\'u +  Date gug, 1,1843 Squadron  343rd

s P~Lts Cols. Bleyer, Juliaa M.,
Type of Aircraft  3-24 D Captain CP-Lt. Watt, David S,

: A NeLt. Parker, Charles M.
Alceait No; ese Crew . B-Lt, Binsey, Jaok He
Aircraft Letter U AR-T/Sgt. Burtom, Russell E.
R~T/5gts HcCown, Bobby Be
G=5/Sgt. Besuregard, Franceis (i
Time Up 4310 G=5/Sgts Kozak, Frank B.

U-8gts Loeke, Rebert Bs |

Time Down 18510 Phote~G-T/Sgt. Jeswick, Jerry

Acerodrome or LG,
Total Time 14300

Leote

Type of Cloud Cumulus Map or Chart
Amount of Cloud 4/10ths Reference
Base of Cloud 6 - 7,000

Visibility 10 miles plus

General Weather Good

o
Rec d’ 8/17/43 Tropy Capt H;
7 .

Yoo p Task or Duty Plecsti PP-Boiler house (alse cracking house)

ey

H,

T Cadiie g S ConT =
. Opieq T
/ Y 5 8/18/43 :

Narrative

B=24 down in water in flaxes.

Hade run of 127° for 120 seconds, drepping 6 x 500
o« bombs, fusing M124 with 1 hour delay in clese toggle traim.
boxes of Mark IIT (120) incendiarios cut over target. Aimimg
point-boiler and cracking house, Astra Romana refimery. Qb=
erved bombs to hit short and to dkip inmte target, Bome bounced
jright thru target. Observed soxe bombs to go thru pretective
walls.

Observed three (3) barrage baloens after passing over
target.

On approaching the target very great azcunt of small
| calibre A/A was being throwm up. Large black tursts of A/A fol~|
lowed formatien, bursting just above. Bursts wwee smaller than
| high Alt. A/A. The target area was surrounded om morth by smoke
pots, and demse black suoke covered target area from tundfiz oil
tanks. 0il train setting at about U-l4 was burning, probably as|
a result of A/A fire. Observed totsl of 5 to 7 B-24's dowa in

target area.

Pursuit; Pighters attacked in three waves, lst lar
wave of Me 110's, 109's and Mo202 attacked just after bombs were
| dropped. Our a/c at § 0 alt. and the enemy a/c had to break off]
| attacks above cur formation and pull up. Sgt. MoCewn, top tur=
| ret gunner shot down 1 HellO, 1 MelOS and 1 (WelOS or Heinksl)
Bgt. Besuregard shot down one Mel09,

2nd wave of fighters attacked at 38 20 ¥
15 40 B at about 15:40 GM.T. Lt. Gunn in 364 "Y" was shot down
at 15;40, saw About four men bail out, plane was on fire them it]
exploded and broke up. Lt. Darlington in 840 "P" was shot dewn
at 13;60, two engines out on same side. Ton men bailed cut. T¢
fighters came up frem behind. Sgt. Kezak shot down 1 FW 150 an
2 unidentified a/c. Sgt. Deauregard shot down 1 Me 109. Sgt.
Looke shot down one Me 10S.
(OVER)
reverse) to be completed according Lo relevant pro-forma ja H.Q. RAF. M.E. lgstruction 34,
P.T.0.
_Jul-Sep1943,"Air Force Historical Research Agency, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL
Page 243 of 624
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1947 sketch map marking the many cemeteries in Romania were U.S. Airmen killed in Operation TIDAL WAVE were interred.
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Sketch maps from
small Romanian
cemeteries where

U.S. remains were
temporarily interred
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Sketch map created from the
exhumations of American

graves at Bolovan Cemetery,
| Ploiesti in 1946-1947.

ANEXA 1.9

Kumele in Cimidirul” rodlor din
PLOESTY
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Declassified E.O. 12958

Complete copy of an “Unknown” or “X” file digitized from the original held at the Washington National Records

Inventory of a casket upon

exhumation by Romanian and American
authorities in 1946-1947.

Declassified E.O. 12958
Complete copy of an “Unknown” or “X” file digitized from the original held at the Washington National Records
Center, Suitland, MD.

. ‘._ .

1 F 8464

12 January 1947

1. Box 92, Row 4, PjotE, Section Hero, comtained
the followlng upon disinterment:

8s One crushed skull with upper and lower
Jaws with teeth,

be. Another crushed skull with parts of.lower
Jaw.

Ce. - Remnants of parachute,
d. One boy-scout kulfe.

2. Tnere were no clothing remains.

. 3. Disposition of box and sbove findings show these
remalne to be two American airmen who crashed on August,
lst, 1943.

Je Siladie
Cive Investigator

7 e
VY vl

> o Ry @
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

AREA SEARC H Complete copy of an “Unknown” or “X” file digitized from the original held at the Washington National Records
Zenter, Suitland, MD.

AGRC Form 10 (Revised)

1 January 1946.

-
NAME Unknown X-5141 RANK Unkonown agn_
ORGANIZATION Unknown _ 4.4.F.

MEANS OF IDENTIFICATION None

(All statements above this line will be completed, upon final
at the unit processing point.)

SECTION A - GENERAL (To be completed by investigators in all ¢

1. Was positive identity acquired for the deceased through the s
If so, state the following information :

a. NAME RANK

b. ORGANIZATION

2. Was partial identification established ? No If so
believe the deceased to be:; Common grave of

a. NAME_Unkns X-129 and X-130 pang

b. ORGANIZATION Uncertain

3. NAMES OF OTHER DECEAS‘ED BURIED IN IMMEDIATE
Common grave of s X-131, X-132 and X-133; L

(Use reverse side for listing of crew members fro

Bixg
a. Date of above burials 3\15_\13‘(.19_& Common Grav

Typical AGRC recovery
report form

pos ©

Declassified E.O. 12958

1 F 8464

néat Ploesti . 8X2649 Bucarest

B 4 - L
15. Where wag/ the place of death ? Coords

- (]
: 4 Roumanian information
Give basis
cras
16. Where were the remains found? RORF Eth Coords
Roumanians
a By Whom ? e
i [}
b. Is sketch attached ? -
‘ Yes Roumanians
17.  Was a casket/used ? Who furnished the casket?
4 Wooden Hot marked
Type of casket How marked ?
Roumanians

18 Who mdde the burial

/ (Civiliar, American Mil, or German Mil)

1 Local Roum, authorities
a. ‘What are the names and addresses ?

b. Are certificates and statements attached ? YXes

SECTION B - AIR'CORPS DECEASED (To be Completed only if Deceased is believed to be a member
of the AAF).

19. Were remains found in the plane wreckage ? linkn

a. Give location in plane from which the bodies were removed

(Tail gunner, pilot, radio, turret, ctc., or front, side, of plane)

b. Near wreckage ?

20 Scene of crash must be investigated. Give complete results of Investigation (if removed, state
when and by whom).

a. Type of Plane Unkn

b. Markings and/or name on plane o

¢. Give numbers on motors, machine guns, instruments, radios or other equipment:

Unkn

21. How did crash occur? Anti-aircraft

Enemy Planes? Collision ?

3 —



American Graves Registration Command
(AGRC) technicians preparing equipment
to examine remains

German POWs excavating
graves at a temporary U.S.
cemetery in Europe




Example of a skeletal chart for an unidentified Example of a declaration that
set of remains recovered from Bolovan = AT remains recovered from Bolovan

Cemetery, P101est1 (Portions in black are missing) N TN @ Cer'neter.y, Ploiesti are determined
' | TOOTH CHART Unidentifiable

4 Fabruarv 1947

‘ 1F-8408 (A) B

Unknown X=-5059 Unknown UnknS¥in
Neuville en Condroz, Belgium L e nknown ™ L= Jak DOR:AAR. el N
(VK 390187) tnie O
Vicinity of »loesti, Rumania Estimated: 1 AWZuat 1943 Plane Crash
Unknown X-5066 Place of Death Data of Death . o
Right Left
6L BAL SR TN 2. 3. 415 8 UNKNOWN No, X=5059 U.S. MILITARY CEMETERY Neuville, Belgius

“’"]f:xo,lff l':vIQOLA IM»SL‘ES‘AI/I"'»!\IMI [rore

: Unknown X=5059 was recovered from the military end civilien cemetery
Side views Q@@G & & G@ of Boloven, Ploesti, Prahova, Pumenia, The estimsted dete of desth of
BRnK( X-5059 ia 1 August 1943.
@ / 9@ @ UPPER The physicsl chsracteristics of unknown X=5059 have been compered
ToR )‘ o with 1like informetion for casuslties of the Floesti sres snd no favorsble

associstion could be made.

)@@@%O@@ @O@@@@C\@ g As @ result of the investigetion mentioned sbove this Unknown X-5059

is being declared Upidentifiable,

M, Thorne
Investigator

14 13 h.l': 100 9 9 1

SzdeVmws
"’? T\“’t { ] ) e 8 7
P IA ]A A T AGl A Fa
lnoTei @ Jepomipod | | | | | | | (Dojnme
15 11 12 . s
3 € )

B Fxample of a tooth chart for an
unidentified set of remains recovered fro
Bolovan Cemetery, Ploiesti




Plot Area at
Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery
in Belgium

Ardennes American Cemetery
in Belgium

| ?'\Q{@S\W%w ¥
Cross Marker on =
. the grave of an
N— ; Unknown U.S.
Service Member
Killed in WWII




Example of a routine dental survey from the IDPF of a
missing airman and an AGRC data collection chart of a
missing airman’s physical characteristics

- el

\W#27E! GF DEATH OR PL

B /e W T

nEST)
PLeES i
COLOR HAIR

ShAew o~

DENTAL CHART

ACE LAST

mAanNIY
VIiT

SEEN IF MIA

Declassified E.O. 12958
“omplete copy of an “Unknown” or “X” file digitized from the original held at the Washington National Records
Center, Suitland, MD.

\

Section 3’“ DENTIFIED REMAINS.

INSTRUCTIONS:

(a) Great care will be taken to record the most minute clues for the future identity of unidentified re-
mains. Fill in anatomical characteristics below, and any other clues under '‘Other,” such as shoe size,
social security number ; position of body found in airplanes, vehicles, and tanks; and serial numbers of air-
planes, vehicles, and tanks.

(b) A fingerprint, or prints, are the most valuable of all clues. Imprint all fingers and thumbs in the
chart at left, or as many as possible. If no-fingerprintor prints can be secured, the condition of each and
every tooth will be indicated on the tooth chart in accordance with diagram below. Tooth chart will not be
accomplished if one or more fingerprints are secured.

1431

UIONIJ LI

HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR OF EYES COLOR OF HAIR s BIRTHMARKS, SCARS, OR TATTOOS
Est. Brick red

3 1l 1b UTD curly,3"long UTD

YIONIJ ONIRY
FEE ]

— | WEAPON AND SERIAL No. LAUNDRY MARKS " | WHERE BODY WAS BURIED OR FOUND

None None Ploesti, Rumania

'OTHER IDENTIFICATION CLUES

HIONI4 F10AIN
PEER}

2nd Lt. bars on shoulder of leather flying jacket,
1st Lt. bar on collar of suntan shirt.
Metal Air Corps collar insignia.

FEER}

UIONIJ X3AN]

It is possible that this deceased is an airman
who was killed in a plane crash during an air raid
in the vicinity of Ploesti, Rumania,

As processing at Central Identification Point
revealed no positive identifying clues, this case
remains "Unknown" as previously classified by another

| ‘\
Rac~| | OCcIuRior,

|
2d Lt [ Ferioge,,

¥ toe
| r"'l:(u! ’

1stLt 0 5«;;!?
2dLt  0-738946
T s_.'_x' 18076164
SSgt 35478414

b'.f!' 12037352
2dLt  O-734854
TSgt 34107345
2dLt  0-673652

Sg_ 16018747

,

6464-M

Night

e UPPER LEFT
Z
Foreign

»s fromplace  Cemetery

13 '/<"’ W

a3 Non- Restorable

rash area ~ Burial Locati ~
26.0333262

! Carie
X 949

» Mediun, 1r :
585191

— C-2-34
02 Not Rvd 831/17
7396602 Not Rvd 8731/17
6.0299949 B-1-7
6.0299949 C-2-44
4 Not Rvd 831/17

9 C.2.49

2
1

73 Not Rvd 831/17

4 Not Rvd 8731/17
F-4.83

299949 No Data
661514 Not Rvd 831/17
199949 No Data

33262

g NAR 1949

- 99949 No

| S PP
B-24D 3 WA D-3-63
B-24D OATE F 0 945 D-3-59
B-24D 'y $4.9400016 0299949
; e an A e

B-24D 44 4148565

B-24D  42.24995 $4.9400016 0299949
B-24D 42-40804 1000042
B-24D 42-40617 26.0299949

35TMKO0176918692
3STMK 2346976743
35TMK 2904681493
35TMK2346976743

44 9833343
44.9400016

Place name of recovery area

Place name - near Ploesti E-4-110

No Data No Data No Data
7661514 NotRvd 831/17d4 8731/17
B-1-20d 831117 Y N NA N/A
No Data No Data No Data

Graves Registration Unit.

YIONIJ X3AN]
1HOIN

FURNISH SKETCH AND MAP REFERENCE AND COORDJNATES FOR BURIAL IN OTHER THAN ESTABLISHED CEMETERY

t

Y3IONI TT0aIN
1HON

HIONIS ONIY
LHON

remarks: Form 11 Checklist of Unknowns and Form 1A Tooth
Chart accomplished. =
Unable to obtain fingerprints because of missin
portions. .
Estimated weight of remains recovered: 20 lbs.

HIONIJ 31U
LHOIM

No Data No Data
Rvd 831/1718731/17
(X-65) X-51091873117
No Data Data No Data No Data No Data
X-158 Y N NA NA NA NA

No Data Data
Not Rvd 831/1731/17

No Data
No Data

Example of
an AGRC
Report of
Interment of
an unknown







Entrance to Bolovan Cemetery



Ist Lt Joseph Finneran

Sgt Howard Gotts

T Sgt Frank Norris

, , S T Sgt Alfred Turgeon
S Sgt Charles McMackin S Sgt Vincent Politte




