
DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

The Ploiești Unknowns Project

Fulfilling Our Nation’s Promise  



Operation TIDAL WAVE

• August 1 1943
• Initially code-named Operation SOAPSUDS
• Attacked oil refineries in Ploiești, Romania
• Intended to deprive German forces of 1/3 of oil supply
• First large-scale, low-altitude attack by U.S. heavy bomber aircraft
• 225 U.S. Airmen killed during Operation TIDAL WAVE



Five Bombardment Groups
44th    93d    98th    376th    389th



Final briefing to 
the 376th BG







German anti-aircraft tactics





1947 sketch map marking the many cemeteries in Romania were U.S. Airmen killed in Operation TIDAL WAVE were interred. 



Sketch maps from 
small Romanian 
cemeteries where 
U.S. remains were 
temporarily interred



Sketch map created from the 
exhumations of American 
graves at Bolovan Cemetery, 
Ploiești in 1946-1947.

Romanian sketch map of the military section of the Bolovan
Cemetery, Ploiești showing the graves of Americans, Romanians, 
Russians, and Germans. 



Typical AGRC recovery
report form

Inventory of a casket upon 
exhumation by Romanian and American 
authorities in 1946-1947.



American Graves Registration Command 
(AGRC) technicians preparing equipment 
to examine remains

German POWs excavating 
graves at a temporary U.S. 

cemetery in Europe



Example of a skeletal chart for an unidentified 
set of remains recovered from Bolovan
Cemetery, Ploiești

Example of a tooth chart for an 
unidentified set of remains recovered from 
Bolovan Cemetery, Ploiești

(Portions in black are missing)

Example of a declaration that 
remains recovered from Bolovan
Cemetery, Ploiești are determined  
Unidentifiable



Cross Marker on 
the grave of an 
Unknown U.S. 

Service Member 
Killed in WWII

Ardennes American Cemetery 
in Belgium

Plot Area at
Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery 

in Belgium



Example of a routine dental survey from the IDPF of a 
missing airman and an AGRC data collection chart of a 
missing airman’s physical characteristics Example of 

an AGRC 
Report of 
Interment of 
an unknown





Entrance to Bolovan Cemetery



2d Lt Earl Ferguson

1st Lt Joseph Finneran

Sgt Howard Gotts

2d Lt William Harth, Jr

T Sgt Max Lower

T Sgt Frank Norris
S Sgt Charles McMackin S Sgt Vincent Politte

T Sgt Alfred Turgeon


